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Project Objectives

* Develop an understanding of the challenges and barriers faced by people
experiencing poverty

e Assess and identify any gaps in the available services and supports in the
community to address poverty

* Develop a strategy to pursue actions in relation to the focus areas to reduce
poverty in the Comox Valley by 25% over the next four years.
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Poverty Assessment & Reduction Focus Areas
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Preliminary Findings- Engagement

213 COMMUNITY SURVEY 68 SELF-GUIDED TOOL -KIT

participants participants — 3 O

14 INTERVIEWS

interviews

GAME CHANGER
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SHARING CIRCLES

urban
matters




High cost of living (43%) and housing affordability(21%) were top
two barriers highlighted by people in meeting their basic needs.

For people 155
p. p. o)

experiencing
poverty, it e
means that... .,
]

“The newer developments are not family oriented or affordable. Many of the developments are out ¢
the main areas and with lack of transportation puts people at risk of isolation. The housing out of

fown is often run down...”




Income supports program design and lack of secure employment
options contribute to keeping people in poverty cycle

We Heard...
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Need for mental health services highlighted by most survey
respondents (19%)

We Heard...
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People experiencing poverty rely on public transit and active
transportation, OR they experience barriers to meeting other basic
needs due to the cost of mamtaming and driving a car.

We Heard...
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49% of survey respondents did not have access to nutritious food
year round

For people
experiencing
poverty, it
means that...
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Childhood vulnerabilities are linked to poverty, housing challenges
and food insecurity

We Heard...
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spaces for




Where are
the safe
spaces for
these kids?
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What's Next”?Game Changer Workshop

* |dentify priority areas / big ideas for poverty reduction in the CVRD

* Build relationships to generate change and increase collaboration
across organizations

* Build awareness of local poverty in the CVRD

* Create understanding of a systems-based approach to addressing
poverty

urban
matters



Questions &
Discussion
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